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CEIRIOG  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL, 


ANNUAL  REPORT  1956 


I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Sixth  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
and  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Ceiriog  R.D.C.  for  the  year  ended  December 
31st,  1956. 

During  the  year  the  Council  Offices  were  moved  to  Glyn  Wylfa,  which 
is  a great  improvement  on  The  Mount.  All  the  staff  are  now  working  under 
healthier  and  better  conditions. 

There  were  no  epidemics  of  Infectious  Diseases  and  in  contrast  to 
1955  not  a single  case  of  Measles  was  notified. 

A start  was  made  with  vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis  but  only 
certain  age  groups  were  chosen  at  first.  As  the  supply  of  vaocine  becomes 
more  freely  available  it  is  hoped  to  vaccinate  all  those  children 'whose 
parents  have  regist^ed  their  wish  to  have  their  children  vaccinated. 

The  Food  and  Hygiene  Regulations  (1955)  came  into  force  on  January  1st 
1956,  These  tightened  up  the  conditions  under  which  food  i3  prepared  and 
sold  in  catering  establishments  and  were  long  overdue  in  view  of  the 
number  of  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  in  various  parts  of  the  country. 

The  Housing  programme  was  retarded  by  the  revision  of  the  Exchequer 
subsidies  and  consequent! *high  rents11  as  the  rents  are  now  reaching  a 
point  which  it  is  impossible  for  some  families  to  meet  without  hardship. 
Even  at  the  present  levels  there  is  a list  of  persons  who  fail  to  keep  up 
their  rent  ^payments  and  the  debt  to  the  Council  i3  becoming  a considerable 
amount. 

The  Vital  Statistics  and  Sanitary  circumstances  are  dealt  with  in  the 
body  of  the  report. 


POPULATION  - The  population  of  the  Ceiriog  Rural  District  as  given  by  the 
Registrar  General  was  7360  as  compared  to  7390  in  1955  and  7380  in  1954. 
This  shows  a slight  fluctuation  during  the  past  three  years  but  no  great 
change  for  better  or  worse. 


BIRTHS  - The  total  number  of  live  births  was  133  as  compared  to  128  in 
1955  and  112  in  1954.  Thus  we  find  a gradual  increase  in  the  number  of 
births  during  the  last  three  years  at  a time  when  most  other  Districts 
are  declining.  There  were  73  boys  and  60  girls  and  of  these  there  were 
4 illigetimate  male  births  and  3 illigetimate  female  births. 


BIRTH  RATE  - The  birth  rate  for  1956  was  13*67  as  compared  to  17.3  in  195 
The  corrected  birth  rate  for  comparison  with  England  and  Wales  was  19.88. 
That  for  England  and  Wales  was  15.6  so  that  the  rate  for  the  Ceiriog 
District  is  well  above  the  Country  as  a whole  which  is  unusual  in  a rural 
area. 


In  1956 

STILL  BIRTHS  - There  were  5 still  births  as  compared  to  3 in  1955  and  1 
in  1954.  Here  we  find  an  unwelcome  rise  in  number  for  these  represent  a 
considerable  loss  of  infant  life.  The  best  remedy  is  greater  ante-natal 
care  and  supervision. 
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- The  total  number  of  deaths  in  1956  -was  102  as  compared  to  94 
in  195<>  and  81  in  1954*  Here  we  find  a gradual  increase  during  the  last 
three  years,  largely  due  to  the  ageing  population*.  Most  of  our  deaths 
occur  among  persons  over  70  years  old  and  the  chief  causes  of  death  are 
Heart  diease  and  circulatory  diseases  of  which  there  were  55* 

Cancer  caused  13  deaths  but  there  were  no  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung 
or  bronchus  from  which  one  might  be  led  to  think  that  the  men  of  Ceiriog 
are  all  non  cigarette  smokers  in  view  of  certain  recent  statements  as  to 
the  cause  of  lung  cancor* 

The  crude  death  rate  was  13.85  as  compared  to  15.55  in  1954*  The  corrector 
death  rate  for  comparison  with  England  and  Wales  was  14*26  while  that  for 
England  and  Wales  was  11*7* 

Thus  we  find  that  the  death  rate  for  our  District  continues  to  be  higher 
than  that  for  the  country  as  a whole. 


INFANT  DEATHS 

The  total  number  of  deaths  was  3 as  compared  to  7 in  1955  which  shows  a 
satisfactory  reduction*  The  infant  mortality  rate  was  22*56  as  compared 
to  54*7  in  1954*  That  for  England  and  Wales  is  23*8  so  that  our  rate  is 
below  that  of  the  country  as  a whole  which  is  to  be  expected  in  a healthy 
rural  area  such  as  Ceiriog* 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
NOTIFICABIE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASED. 

All  case  s'"  cd  notifiable  Infectious  diseases  should  be  notified  to  the 
District  M.O.H*  by  the  General  Practitioner  as  soon  as  they  are  diagnosed 
A fee  of  2/6  is  payable  for  this  notification* 

In  all  cases  of  suspected  infectious  diseases  a doctor  should  be  called 
in  and  the  child  should  be  isolated  in  hospital  or  at  home  according  to 
the  circumstances  at  the  home* 

During  1956  anly  21  cases  were  notified  as  compared  to  200  in  1955* 

There  was  an  epidemic  of  measles  in  1955  which  acoounted  for  164  cases  bu- 
strange  to  relate  net  one  case  of  measles  was  notified  in  1956* 

There  were  2 cases  of  ocarlet  Fever* 

6 cases  of  Whooping  Cough* 

2 cases  of  Dy sentry* 

1 case  of  Puerperal  Fever* 

1 Case  of  Poliomylit is* 

1 case  of  Pneumonia 
1 case  of  Erysipilas. 

7 cases  of  Tuberculosis* 

The  2 cases  of  dysentry  were  contracted  outside  our  District.  One  of  the 
cases  worked  in  an  Institution  while  the  other  was  a boy  scout  who  came 
camping  in  our  District  for  a week©  Fortunately  the  disease  did  net  spre 
There  was  one  isolated  case  of  Poliomylitis  of  the  non-paralytic  type  she 
was  admitted  to  hospital  for  treatment* 

There  werec?  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  as  compared  to  13  cases  in  1955 
which  is  a welcome  fall  in  numbers* 

There  were  6 cases  of  the  Pulmonary  type  and  one  non-pulmonary* 


MASg  RADIOGRAPHY 

The  Mass  Radiography  service  is  organised  by  the  Welsh  Regional  Hospital 
Board  which  arrange  for  periodical  visits  to  all  parts  of  Wales  through- 
out the  year*  These  visits  are  paid  after  consultation  with  the  Local 
Authority  concerned  and  to  suit  their  convenience  as  far  as  possible* 
Visits  were  paid  to  CHIRK,  GLYNCSIRIOG,  LLAN3ILIN  and  LLANRHAEADR  during 
the  year*  Chirk  has  been  visited  before  but  firsts  visits  were  paid  to 
the  other  places*  This  is  the  first  time  that  all  the  main  centres  of 
population  have  been  covered* 

The  number  who  were  X“^aye^  are  shown  on  the  following  sheet ss- 
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•G».o  a<5w  oaeo  of  Tuborc-uio sis*  '»aa  discovered  by  the  Mass  Radiography  uni\ 
Hew  cases  cf  ‘Tuberculosis  are  continually  cropping  up  in  spite  of  all 
that  is  being  done  to  prevent  it.  The  unknown  cases  of  Tuberculosis  are 
the  chief  source  of  infection  and  they  may  be  spreading  the  disease  in 
the  home,  factory,  workshop  or  in  places  of  entertainment*  Thus  case 
finding  is  of  the  utmost  importance  and  i3  where  Hass  Radiography  is  of 
great  service*  lj 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  Y/3LFARH  CLINICS* 

IrKese  services  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  who  have  three  clinic: 
in  oui?  District  situated  at  Chirk,  Glynceiriog  and  Llanffhaeadr*  They  art 
held  each  fortnight*  They  are  in  charge  of  a doctor  and  health  visitor 
at  each  session*  Assistance  is  also  given  by  the  District  Nurse  and 
voluntary  helpers*  The  small  motor  brake  continues  to  bring  mothers  anr 
children  from  neighbouring  villages  to  the  Llanrhaeadte  clinic  and  has 
been  a blessing  to  these  people  who  would  otherwise  be  unable  to  attend c 


LICENSING  AND  PROVISION  OF  SLAUGHTER  HOUSES* 

Three  slaughter  houses  were  licensed  in  our  District*  One  being  at 
Llanrhaeadr  and  two  at  Glynceiriog*  The  premises  are  inspected  each  ye? 
before  re-licensing  and  any  defects  are  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
owner  for  correction*  The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  & Fisheries  has  drawi 
attention  to  the  Governments  long  term  policy  for  regulating  the  provi- 
sion of  slaughterhouses  in  England  and  Wales  and  that  minimum  statutory 
will  be  prescribed  for  the  constitution,  layout  and  equipment  of  slaugh- 
ter houses,  and  that  Local  Authorities  will  be  required  to  review  exist- 
ing and  prescribed  slaughtering  facilities  in  their  district* 

SEWERAGE  & DRAINAGE 

Practically  the  whole  of  our  District  is  well  sewered  and  drained*  A few * 
schemes  still  remain  to  be  dealt  with  including  the  Weston  Rhyn  & Chirk 
ifoint  Sewerage  Scheme  and  also  a small  scheme  at  Pentrefelin* 


WATER  SUPPLY 

Our  District  is  supplied  with  a piped  water  supply  from  reservoirs  sit- 
uated at  Chirk,  Pandy,  Garth,  Tregeiriog,  Llansilin,  Hoelfre,  Llanarnon 
D.C*  and  Bwlchyddar*  Samples  are  taken  at  regular  intervals  to  check 
the  purity  and  freedom  from  bacterial  contamination* 

Samples  taken  at. Chirk,  Garth  and  Pandy  show  that  they  are  liable  to 
contamination  and  therefore  require  frequent  sampling  and  supervision* 


HOUSING 

In  view  of  the  increasing  cost  of  building  new  houses  and  the  consequent 
high  rentB  necessitated  by  the  revision  of  the  Exchequer  Subsidies,  it 
was  decided  to  defer  the  ereotion  of  any  further  houses  for  the  time  bei 


r < i -»• 

I would  like  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Council  for  their  kindness  and  consideration  throughout  the  year 
I should  also  like  to  thank  Mr*  Aubrey  and  his  staff  for  their  help  and 
co-operation  during  the  year  and  for  their  contribution  to  this  report* 

Finally  I must  acknowledge  the  help  and  advice  given  by  Mr*  Butler  as  - 
Clerk  of  the  Council  and  also  Mr.R.T. Jones, Chief  Financial  Officer. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant 
THOMAS  KENRICK  HUGHES 
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Medical  Officer  of  Health-g- 
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HOUSING  CONTRACTS  PROGRESS 

RHO  3YWAEN  HOUSING  SITE  No  >>5 


Plans  approved  for  the  erection  of 


7 Traditional  Type  Houses  and  2 Bungalow a. 


PENTRE*  Nr.  Wrexham*  - Plans  approved  for  the  erection  of  10  Traditional 

Type  Houses® 


WATER  SUPPLY 

BAG  TER  IQ  10  G I C Alt  ANALYSIS 

Public  Supplies  - Class  1 16 

Class  2 4 

Class  4 3 


PRIVATE  SUPPLIES 

18  Samples  examined,  twelve  proving  satisfactory  and 
six  unsatisfactory* 


The  following 

statement  shows 

particulars 

of  the  number 

of  dwelling  houses 

and  the  number 

of  population 

supplied  from  Public  Water 

Mains  3- 

Year  1956 

No  of  Houses 

Direct 

to  House 

Stand  Pipe 

No. 

Percentage* 

No.  Percentaf 

Chirk 

1159 

1118 

96.4  fo 

Glyn  Traian 

293 

158 

53.4^ 

Glynceiriog 

305 

262 

85.8^ 

Llancadwaladr 

43 

30 

69.7  e% 

Llanarmon  D.C. 

66 

39 

59  fo 

7 11 o 29% 

Llansilin 

305 

91 

29.83 % 

11  5 a 3% 

Liang edwyn 

54 

48 

88.4 3% 

Llanarmon  M.M. 

19 

17 

89.47 % 

Llanrhaeadr 

297 

237 

11  3.6/0 

POOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1955 

There  are  no  premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  this 
Act* 


MILS  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATION  1949  - 1954 

There  are  nine  dairies  registered  under  the  above  Regula- 
tions for  the  sale  of  milk  in  the  district* 


POOD  STUPES  CONDEMNED 

Mea.to Tin  Meat* Tin  Eruit* Tin  Vegetables.  Tin  Milk  T+n  ffi; 


150  Lbs.  92  lbs*  7 ozs. 
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This  has  been  carried  out  in  a satisfactory  manner  in  all  areas. 


COST 


Regional  Scheme 

£3074  * 

12. 

8. 

Iilansilin  Village 

430. 

10. 

4* 

Llanrha.eadr  (Mont)  paid  by 
Llanfyllin  R.D.C. 

£3505. 

3. 

0 

133. 

0. 

0. 

Total  cost  of  scheme 

£3638. 

3. 

0. 

SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  - The  following  inspections  have  been  carried  out 

during  jrhe  year*- 


Houses  visited  237 

* revisited  232 

Water  Works  167 

Sewage  Works  104 

Slaughter  Houses  44 

Complaints  39 

Nuisances  29 

Various  460 

New  Buildings  76 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Whooping  Cough 
Scarlet  Never 
Erysipelas 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 
Puerperal  Never 
Ny  sentry- 
Poliomyelitis 
Tuberculosis 


6 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 (Non- Paralytic) 
6 (Pulmonary) 


VITAL  STATISTICS  - Estimated  Population  7360  (Reg.  General) 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

Males 

Nemales 

Total 

Legitimate . 

69 

57 

126 

Illegitimate 

4 

3 

7 

73 

60 

133 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Males 

!Female3 

Total 

Legitimate 

2 

3 

5 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

2 

3 

5 
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BIRTH  RATE  per  LOOP 


Birth  Rate  per  1000  Population 

- Crude  18*07 

Corrected  19 

Whole  Country 

15  & 6 

DEATH  of  IEFANTS  under  1 year. 

Male 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  1 

2 

3 

Illegitimate  0 

0 

0 

Total  1 

2 

3 

DEATH  RATE  OF  IEFAET3  under  1 year# 


Death  Rate  per  1000  live  births  22.56 

Death  Rate  of  Whole  Country  23.8 


DEATH  OP  IUFAHTS  under  4 weeks,, 

Male 

Females 

Total 

legitimate  1 

1 

Illegitimate  0 

0 

0 

Total  1 

0 

1 

DEATHS 

Male 

Females 

Total 

60 

42 

102 

DEATH  RATE  per  1000 

of  Population 

Crude  13.85 

Corrected  14*26 

Whole  Country  11.7 

CAUSES  OP  DEATH 


Tuberculosis  respiratory 

1 

Syphilitic  diseases 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm  stomach 

2 

M u breast 

Other  w 11  and  lyrapatic 

1 

neoplasms 

10 

Leukemia  aieukeamia 

1 

Diabet is 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

1 

system 

15 

Coronary  disease  angina 

14 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

Other  heart  diseases 

20 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

4 

Influenza 

2 

Pneumonia 

6 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

6 

system 

2 

Congenital  malformation 
Other  defined  & ill-defined 

1 

diseases 

11 

Buicide 

1 

All  other  accidents 

1 
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New  Cases 


Removed  Cases 


Cases  §>•[ 
31*  12,  I 


r% 


0 


$ 


TUBERCULOSIS  Cases  at 

31*  12  » 55 * 


Pulmonary  Male  28  3 

Female  26  3 

Nan-Pulmonary-  Male  4 1 

Female  8 0 


1 30 

3 26 


1 4 

0 8 


HOUSING  REPAIRS  ACCOUNT 

The  following  Tables  show  the  value  of  the  work  carried  out 
during  1955,  in  connection  with  the  maintenance  of  the  Council’s  Housing 
Estatest- 


No*  of  Houses 

To  Credit 

To  Debit 

Average  C< 

Repairs  A/C 

Repairs  A/C 

per  house 

1955  758 

£6106.  9. 

11. 

£4530.  13.  1. 

£5 » 19  * 6 

1956  758 

£6117*  5* 

11 

£6030.  2.  8. 

£7.  19,  1 

PIANS  OF  N m BUILDINGS  SUBMITTED 


Alterations  and  Conversions  28 

New  buildings  25 

Approved  50 

Not  approved  3 

Carried  out  39* 
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